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Transportation Commissioner John P. 
Sheridan Jr. announced in October that 
New Jersey set a new record for obli- 
gating federal funds available to the state 
for highway projects during the federal 
fiscal year that ended September 30. 

During that period, NJDOT obligated a 
total of $339.5 million in funds, the full 
amount authorized for by Washington. 
This exceeds the previous record set in 
1982 by $145.8 million, according to the 
Commissioner. 

“This achievement by the Depart- 
ment represents more than simply 
reaching some statistical goal,”’ 
Sheridan commented. “It demon- 
strates the commitment of Governor 
Kean and this Department to improv- 
ing and completing our state’s high- 
way system. 

“A completed interstate highway 
system combined with completion of 
the many missing links in our existing 
state highway system are essential to 
the continued economic growth of New 
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Jersey,” the Commissioner said. ‘‘We 
plan to continue this progress during 
the coming years.” 

The obligation limit placed on New 
Jersey for federal fiscal 1983 which 
ended last month was $291.3 million. 
That limit represents the amount of fed- 
eral funds that New Jersey was per- 
mitted to obligate to highway projects 
during the 12 months that ended Sep- 
tember 30. 

Beyond that ceiling, the federal gov- 
ernment also authorized New Jersey to 
obligate $35.8 million in interstate de- 
designation funds and $12.4 million in 
advance construction funds. 

The combination of the obligation limit 
($291.3 million), the dedesignation funds 
($35.8 million) and the advance con- 
struction funds ($12.4 million) represents 
the total in federal funds obligated to 
projects by New Jersey during the re- 
cently ended fiscal year. 

When the state funds used to match 
the federal dollars are added to the 


equation, the total output attributable 
to the federally aided highway program 
in New Jersey during the fiscal year 
stands at approximately $391 million. 

And, although the highway construc- 
tion projects funded with 100% state 
funds have not yet been tabulated, once 
that is completed it is expected that the 
total obligation by the state will exceed 
$400 million for federal fiscal year 1983. 

It is estimated, that for each $100 
million expended on highway construc- 
tion, more than 6,300 job opportunities 
are created, according to Sheridan. 

The money obligated on federal-aid 
projects will be used to reimburse the 
state for costs incurred in the engineer- 
ing, right-of-way acquisition, and con- 
struction of highway improvement 
throughout the state. 

Five of the largest construction pro- 
jects obligated in New Jersey during the 
1983 federal fiscal year were: 

¢ Construction of the Route 55 Free- 

way from Route 42 Freeway to north 
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of Cooper Street in Deptford Town- 
ship, Gloucester County ($20.5 
million). 


Replacement of the Route 130 Ran- 
cocas Creek Bridge in Delran and 
Delanco, Burlington County ($20.4 
million). 


Construction of Interstate Route 295 
from north of Kuser Road to south 
of Arena Drive in Hamilton Town- 
ship, Mercer County ($16 million). 


Grading, paving, deck replacement 
and bridge rehabilitation on U.S. 
Route 22 from the vicinity of Route 
1 & 9 to west of Meeker Avenue in 
Newark, Essex County ($13.8 
million). 


¢ Construction of Interstate Route 78 
from Hillcrest Drive to west of 
McMane Avenue in Berkeley 
Heights Township, Union County 
($13.3 million). 


Department digs up the past at Abbott Farm site 


What do an unsolved murder, 
prehistoric Indians and the DOT have in 
common? The Interstate Route 195 
“Trenton Complex” project, according to 
Bob Cunningham of the Bureau of En- 
vironmental Analysis. 

The Trenton Complex is a network of 
roadways that include Interstates 195 
and 295, the extension of Route 29 and 
the addition of Route 129. The inter- 
change linking the roadways is to be built 
on the site of the Abbott Farm, a regis- 
tered national landmark. 

Archaeologists began sifting through 
tons of dirt to uncover the remains of the 
Tindall-Pearson house which dates from 
the late 1600s. It was Issac Pearson, a 
prominent citizen and township official 
who was murdered in 1776. Some his- 
torians believe that it was a highwayman 
who killed Pearson for his money, others 
believe that some Colonial patriots may 
have killed him, fearing that he was 
going over to the British side. 


Archaeologists and historians may 
never solve the mystery. However, Rob- 
ert Foss, archaeologist for Louis Berger 
and Associates, the firm conducting the 
excavations under a DOT contract, 
hopes to learn if Indians still occupied 
the site during the era of the early set- 
tlers and also hopes to find material 
which will tell researchers more about 
life in the early settlements. 

Foss’s team have already recovered 
an Indian pot which he terms “a very 
significant find.” The pot designs are un- 
like other Indian artifacts found to date 
in this region. 

The excavations which began October 
3 on a site near the Hamilton Township 
Water Treatment Plant, a small portion 
of the Abbotts Farm Historic District 
which stretches from Route 206 to the 
Delaware River, south of Trenton. 

The farm was excavated in the 1930s 
and 1940s by the Works Progress Ad- 
ministration (WPA). At that time a series 


Freidenrich 
honored 
by AASHTO 


Jack Freidenrich, NJDOT Director of 
Engineering and Operations (State High- 
way Engineer), was awarded the Thomas 
H. MacDonald Award by the American 
Association of State Highway and Trans- 
portation Officials (AASHTO) at its an- 
nual meeting in Denver. 

The award is given annually to the indi- 
vidual judged as having made some 
singular and outstanding contribution to 
highway engineering or having rendered 
exceptional service as a highway engi- 
neer during an illustrious career. 

“This award is an awesome honor,” 
Freidenrich said upon accepting the 
award. He was quick to share the credit 
for any accomplishments with his staff. 

A Ewing Township resident, 
Freidenrich is the 27th recipient of the 
award since 1957. He was nominated for 
the award by Transportation Com- 
missioner John P. Sheridan Jr. in recog- 
nition of his individual dedication, excel- 
lence and contribution to the NJDOT, 
AASHTO and his profession during a ca- 
reer spanning 33 years with the Depart- 


(continued on page 3) 


of prehistoric villages and campsites dat- 
ing roughly from 4000 B.C. to 900 A.D. 
were uncovered. It is one of the largest 
known concentrations of prehistoric and 
historic sites in New Jersey. 


A memorandum of agreement to 
preserve the prehistoric and historic 
properties at the Abbott Farm, a regis- 
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Archeologists search for artifacts on the site of the Tindall-Pearson house. 


tered national landmark, was signed by 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preser- 
vation, the New Jersey State Historic 
Preservation Officer and the Federal 
Highway Administration on September 
28 in Washington, D.C. These enabled 
recovery operations to commence and 
clearing a significant hurdle in advancing 
the Trenton Complex. 
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An unusual pot, possibly a water vessel is shown along with projectile points and 
knives found at Abbott Farm. Artifacts uncovered at the site range in age from circa 


6500 B.C. to about 1800 A.D. 
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Central Services’ Cella to retire 


Director of Central Services Andrew 
Cella, who can be described as the com- 
manding general of DOT facilities, has 
announced his retirement which will be 
effective January 1. Friends and col- 
leagues have been honoring the 31-year 
DOTer at luncheons and dinners. 

“Andy Cella’s dedication to duty in a 
frustrating job really exemplifies all that’s 
good in state government,” said Ray- 
mond J. Colanduoni, Director of Em- 
ployee and Support Services. This ac- 
colade was echoed by everyone from 
Commissioner John P. Sheridan Jr. and 
his staff to employees at 150 locations 
who are grateful to him for the on-going 
improvements in their work environ- 
ment. 

“In my job | deal with everything from 
cockroaches to asbestos,” he has been 
quoted as saying. 

As head of Central Services, Cella 
directed three bureaus: Plant Engineer- 
ing and Operation, which oversees all 
400 of the Department's buildings; 


Andrew Cella 


Purchase and Stores; and Records and 
Services which incorporates the printing, 
mailing, furniture, relocation and tele- 
communications operations. 

“He's my kind of administrator,” said 
Plant Engineering and Operation chief 
Robert Britton. “Andy’s very committed 
and has a tremendous personal work 
ethic; he strives for excellence yet backs 
up his people.” 

This approach to duty has motivated 
those who work for Cella to give extra of 
themselves. For example, during the 
move of 400 employees and their offices 
from the Headquarters Annex to a tem- 
porary site in 1982, Records and Ser- 


vices chief Don Chiacchio and his assis- 
tant Ron Raymond were among those 
who actually slept overnight at the new 
location to supervise the move and keep 
it on schedule during a January freeze so 
deep that it froze the mover's deisel- 
powered lifts. 

“Andy has helped us get the imposs- 
ible done,” said one member of the 
Division of Communication and Com- 
munity Relations. “We have had to get 
out a press release, information kit or a 
newsletter in a matter of hours at times.” 

Cella came to DOT as one of a cadre 
of young military officers who had served 
in World War II and were being recruited 
for state service. His first assignment 
was reviewing Right of Way plans for En- 
gineering. 

When the great interstate highway pro- 
gram began, he transferred to Right of 
Way and rose through the ranks from 
Negotiator to Assistant District Super- 
visor in the Trenton Office. He also 
worked in the Haddonfield and Newark 
offices before becoming Chief Bureau of 
Acquisitions. 


“Andy has helped us 
get the impossible 
done...” 


Cella was offered a position with the 
New York Port Authority in 1967 assist- 
ing in negotiations for the land for the 
World Trade Center in Manhattan. While 
considering the move he was offered the 
position of Assistant to the State High- 
way Engineer and elected to remain at 
DOT. 

John E. Gill, retired Chief of Property 
and Relocation (Right of Way), and for a 
time, Cella’s commanding officer in the 
Guard, remembers him as the officer 
who built his 114th infantry company into 
the “best all-around unit in the New Jer- 
sey National Guard.” 

“Renovating my house and helping my 
son and his family move into new quar- 
ters in Quantico, Va. are the only plans 
my wife Janice and | have so far,” Cella 
said about his immediate retirement 
plans. 


¢ DOT + Kids + Holidays 


We are planning a holiday page 
for the December edition of 
Transporter. Employees are in- 
vited to ask their school age chil- 
dren to send us either words or 
art (no more than one side of an 
8% x 11” paper) on any holiday 
theme. 

Write the child’s name and age 
and your name and work unit and 
phone number on the back side 
of each entry. Then mail to: 


December Transporter 
Room 156 

1035 Parkway Avenue 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
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regional offices. i 
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NJDOT holds first 


balloon safety seminar 


The first annual Ballooning Flight Safe- 
ty Seminar, sponsored by the NJDOT’s 
Division of Aeronautics, was held on No- 
vember 2, from 7:15-10 p.m. in the Army 
National Guard Auditorium, Mercer 
County Airport, Ewing Township. 

Michael Fairbanks, Federal Aero- 
nautics Administration designated 
balloon examiner and accident prevent- 
ion counselor, discussed balloon acci- 
dents, causes and prevention. Sy Barth, 
former FAA maintenance inspector, 
spoke on balloon equipment certifica- 
tion. 

Maureen Mullen, a balloon instructor, 
spoke on balloon pilot certification. 
Arlene Butler Feldman, DOT’s Director of 
Aeronautics, discussed ballooning 
Statewide. 


DOTers mark 


The O’Brien family enjoying the new Epcot Center at Disney World. 


O’Brien likes to keep busy 


Joseph O’Brien, Supervising Engineer 
in the Bureau of Traffic Engineering, is 
a busy man. Active in sports, church and 
civic affairs, he began his state service 
with the Division of Motor Vehicles and 
transferred to DOT in 1969 when the Bu- 
reau of Traffic Safety was moved here. 

O'Brien has played softball for over 27 
years, most of it on DOT or the old “High- 
way” teams, several of which won league 
championships. In addition to his 
achievements on the diamond, he has 
been a bowler for 25 years and now ser- 
ves as secretary-treasurer of the Civil 
Service Bowling Association which in- 
cludes teams statewide. 

When not participating in sports, 
O’Brien and his son Tim, 14, volunteer as 


ushers at Palmer Stadium in Princeton. 

O’Brien has been a member of the 
DOT Credit Union's Board of Directors 
for the past seven years. The group sets 
policy, interest rates and oversees the 
operation of the group which controls 
over eight million in assets. 

He is a member of the Knights of Col- 
umbus Council 7333 at St. John’s RC 
Church in Allentown where he also ser- 
ves as a lector. Residents of Hamilton 
Township, O’Brien and his wife, Irene, 
recently celebrated their 21st wedding 
anniversary. 

The O’Briens love to travel. Disney 
World, particularly the new Epcot 
Center, is a favorite. In fact they liked it 
so much they are planning a return visit. 


Britton likes building things 


Robert B. Britton, Chief, Bureau of 
Plant Engineering and Operation, 
spends his work day overseeing con- 
struction of DOT facilities and part of his 
evenings and weekends rebuilding his 
house, both long-term projects. 

Britton was hired by Commissioner 
Dwight R.G. Palmer in 1958 to improve 


an 


Robert Britton 


the buildings the then Highway Depart- 
ment had statewide. 

A registered professional engineer, he 
came to the Department after holding 
supervisory engineering positions with 


Bethlehem and U.S. Steel, Union 
Carbide and the Rohm-Haas Com- 
panies. 


“In 1958, many of the Department's 
Maintenance facilities were just shacks,” 
he said. “The crews in the field would put 
up structures using scrap material, just 


Britton organized and developed the 
Bureau of Buildings and Grounds, be- 
coming its first chief in 1964. In 1968, 
upon the reorganization of the Depart- 
ment, the unit became the Bureau of 
Plant Engineering and Operations in the 
Central Services Division, then headed 
by John Summers. 


The Bureau oversees some 450 struc- 
tures at 150 locations. They range in size 
from small storage buildings to the 
sprawling DOT Headquarters and 
Fernwood shop complex near Trenton. 


Britton is proud of his bureau’s ac- 
complishments over the years, particu- 
larly the improvements made in the re- 
gional offices and maintenance yards. 
“The days of the shelter made from old 
doors and scrap lumber are gone,” he 
said, “although there is still much to be 
done to improve conditions.” 


Active in the community, Britton ser- 
ves as Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of the Ewing YMCA, is a past 
vice president of the Ewing Township 
Board of Education and a Founder of the 
Ewing Drug Abuse Council. He is a 
trustee of his church and a member of 
a number of professional societies. 


A World War Il Navy veteran, Britton 
graduated from Brown University with 
degrees in Naval Science and Civil Engi- 
neering. 


Britton lives with his wife and two 
grown sons in Ewing Township, north of 
Trenton. He and his wife, Barbara, re- 
cently celebrated their 35th wedding an- 
niversary. She is an administrator who 
heads the Speech and Hearing Center 
and wellness and child evaluation pro- 
grams at Mercer Medical Center. 


To relax, Britton has undertaken a 
major renovation of the family home, re- 
cently raising the roof to add space. “| 
employ professionals to help on the big 
jobs, but | like to do the interior work 


(° keep off the rain.” myself,” he said. 
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25 year service 
anniversaries 


This month, the Transporter honors 42 
employees who are celebrating their 
25th anniversaries of state service during 
the second half of 1983. They are: 


Construction & Maintenance 
Angelo Amendola, Jerome Arthur, 
James Bohonyi, John Bolan, Charles 
Brady, Matthew Busketa, Edward Flynn, 


Wilhelm Halvorsen, Michael Heery, 
Bernard Kozlak, Leroy Little. 
Clifford Malin, Vito Marino, Keith 


Mayer, Robert Newton, Joseph Pagano, 
Robert Piccirillo, Charles Porto, Ronald 
Price, Dominic Reale, Paul Romano, 
Richard Shaw, Alfred Smith, Percy 
Talmadge, Robert Vetrano, James 
Yeager. 


Design 
Mearl Challender, Dominic Paone, 
John Tozzi, Paul Tripode. 


Equipment 
Fred Connolly, Dominick Constantini, 
Frank Kierepka. 


Plant Engineering & Operations 
Robert Britton, Edward Milacki. 


Right-of-Way 
Warren Moxley, John Willever. 


Traffic Engineering 
Joseph O’Brien 


Central Services 
Ronald Raymond 


Bridge Maintenance 
George Miles 


Electrical Operations 
Robert Butler 


Financial Management 
Richard Powell 


Jack Freidenrich 


Honored 
(continued from page 1) 


ment. 

“Jack Freidenrich has reflected a keen 
insight into the operation and require- 
ments of the transportation system de- 
signed to serve New Jersey, the most 
densly populated state in the United 
States,” said Commissioner Sheridan. 
“He continually fosters innovative ideas, 
pioneered the use of the computer in 
highway and bridge engineering, and ac- 
tively was involved in the establishment 
of the first comprehensive bridge inspec- 
tion program in New Jersey, long before 
the advent of the federally mandated 
programs.” Freidenrich joined the DOT 
in 1949 as a junior engineer and worked 
as a senior bridge designer, supervising 
bridge engineer, chief bridge engineer 
and assistant state highway engineer 
before assuming his present position in 
EYAL 

A graduate of Southern Methodist Uni- 
versity with a bachelor of science degree 
in civil engineering, Freidenrich is a 
licensed professional engineer in New 
Jersey, a member of the American So- 
ciety of Civil Engineers and member and 
past president of the Mercer County 
Chapter of the NJ Society of Professional 
Engineers. He was designated in 1976 as 
“Engineer of the Year" by the Mercer 
County Chapter and subsequently by the 
Central Jersey Engineering Council. 
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DOT golfers pray) in tourneys 


The DOT again proved it has some of 
the best golfing talent around this year 
with several employees playing in club, 
district and state tournaments. 

The top performer this year is Lou 
Pace (Drainage) who qualified to play in 
the New Jersey State Amateur. Pace 
played in the State Golf Association 
Open from 1980-82, was first sectional 
alternate in the Philadelphia Sec- 
tion—U.S. Amateur in 1975. A three time 
Medford Village champion, Lou also was 
a member of the Stoddard Cup team 
(New Jersey vs. Long Island) in 1981. 

Harry Yeade (Design) had a big year, 
winning the Trenton District Golf As- 
sociation’s Net Better Ball Tourney with 
his partner, Bob Fitzsimmons. A member 
of the Peddie Golf Club, Yeade qualified 
and played in the Trenton District 
Amateur and finished in the top 15 jn the 
Trenton Metropolitan Amateur Tour- 
nament this summer. 

Chick Ruppecht (Construction), a for- 
mer Trenton District Amateur winner, is 
the current DOT Golf Club champion. 


Briefs 


Fernwood’s Ray Ulrich, is a member 
of the Hillcrest Steel Quoit team which 
won the 1983 Mercer County Church 
League championship. The team has 
been crowned league champs 14 times 
since 1962. 


* ok 


Jim Lear (Maintenance) told the South 
Jersey Public Works Association about 
snow removal training on October 26. 


toe 


Arthur E. Frank (Aeronautics) re- 
ceived his captain's bars at the Allentown 
Squad of the Civil Air Patrol. Frank, is the 
squad’s Public Affairs Officer and a pilot 
for the cadet flight program. The C.A.P. 
is the official auxiliary of-the U.S. Air 
Force. 
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Assistant Engineer Donald Paige (De- 
sign Area |, Parsippany-Troy Hills) and 
his wife, Dee, welcomed their first child 
John Wallace, 8 Ibs. 5 0z., on July 7. 


Recent retirees 


Walter Kintzel, Assistant Foreman High- 
way Marker (Const. & Maint.) 36 years; 
William Leroy Birkhead, Project Engi- 
neer Construction (Const. & Maint.) 32 
years; 

Marshall W. Millick, Heavy Equipment 
Operator Highway Marker (Const. & 
Maint.) 30 years; 

Ronald Baxter Sr., Assistant Foreman 
(Const. & Maint.) 22 years; 

Rennis A. Ader, Truck Driver (Const. & 
Maint.) 20 years; 

Walter G. Dobinson, Senior Highway In- 
spector (Const. & Maint.) 19 years; 
George J. Tyrrell, Principal Engineering 
Aide (Design) 19 years; 

Esther M. Callahan, Senior Right of Way 
Appraiser (Right of Way) 17 years; 
Henry G. Meyer, Bridge Operator 1 
(T.O.L.A.) 5 years. 


Obituaries 


Nicholas Mastrangelo, 75, of Landis- 
ville, died September 26. He had worked 
for the Department 29 years before retir- 
ing. 

Mastrangelo is survived by his wife, 
Viola Trovarelli Mastrangelo, a son, 
Domenic, one brother, two sisters and 
three grandchildren. 
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Charles Edward Nichols Jr., 57, of 
Roadstown Road, Bridgeton, died Sep- 
tember 27 in Veterans Hospital, Philadel- 
phia. 

He was employed by the Department 
for 25 years. Nichols is survived by his 
father, four sons, two daughters, 15 
grandchildren and one great-grandchild. 


Pace demonstrates his winning swing. 
Steve Marchant (Construction Com- 
pliance), Keith Rosser (Engineering and 


Operations), Sam Whitehead (Design) 
and Charles Takacs (Special Engineer- 
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DOT goes to college 


ing) all are members of Hopewell Valley 
Golf Club and have played on the tour- 
nament circuit. Marchant won the Tren- 
ton District Partners Better Ball in 1971, 
the Philadelphia Section Partners Better 
Ball in 1974 and the Hopewell club 
championship in 1969. 

Rosser has finished well up in the field 
in many Trenton District Tournaments 
and won the low gross in the Greenacres 
A.C. Invitational in 1973, as well as many 
Hopewell Valley interclub titles. 

Whitehead, Takacs and Ralph Del 
Margio (Right of Way) and Ed Baker 
(Local Aid) also have played in Trenton 
District events and have been past DOT 
Golf Club champions and runners-up. 
They all are charter members of the DOT 
Club since its inaugural season in 1964. 

Many other fine golfers work at DOT, 
including George Kuziw (Planning), Tom 
Harcar (Maintenance), Ray Fuller (De- 


sign), Ken Afferton (Design), Frank 
Rubino (Planning), Taylor Collins 
(Fernwood) and Pete Stam (Model 


Shop). 


DOTers discussed highway safety, ridesharing and bicycle transportation with Trenton 
State College students as guests of the Commuter Club’s annual “Commuter Aware- 
ness Week” last month. On hand to explain their programs were Donna Troiano 
(Traffic Engineering), Ellen Diehl Meyer, (Ridesharing) and Bill Feldman (Highway 


Services). 


Erwin’s vehicle repair is rewarded 


Fernwood master mechanic Joe 
Adams and foreman John Scarantino 
can tell an excellent equipment operator 
when they see his or her vehicle. And 
heavy equipment operator Bob Erwin, a 
35-year DOT veteran, gets their votes. 

Erwin, they said, kept his 140,000- 
plus-mile pick up in tip top condition: 
lubricated, serviced and repaired. This 
made him everyone's choice to be the 
recipient of the first of the 170 brand new 


pickup trucks recently issued to main- 
tenance units. 


Heavy equipment operators use the 
pickups to transport themselves and 
their tools to sites where they then run 
bulldozers, tractor trailers or the 
“Snooper,” which was featured on the 
front page of the September Transporter 
under a high bridge with Erwin at the 
controls. 


Heavy Sudisment epersiOr B Bob Erwin poses with the first of the new vehicles issued 
to maintenance units. Erwin's outstanding record as an operator made him a natural 
candidate for the honor. 
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Road trip 


Atlantic County Assemblywoman Dolores Cooper and Somers Point mayor Harvey 
L. Smith show Commissioner John P. Sheridan Jr. some of the problems involving 


the Somers Point/Longport Bridge. 
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Construction/Maintenance holds 
four seminars for supervisors 


Materials and electrical units were wel- 
comed; Civil Service exam delays, major 
changes in Local 195 and CWA con- 
tracts, new pavement specifications, 
radio communications and contractor 
prequalifications were discussed and a 
new Safety award was kicked off at four 
regional workshops held statewide for 
more than 400 supervisory level em- 
ployees. 

“The attendees were very responsive 
and offered topics for the next year's 
session,” said Kathleen Immordino, ex- 
ecutive assistant to Chief Engineer 
Charles T. Edson. 

They made several well-received sug- 
gestions to William Parikas, Deputy Di- 
rector of Civil Service Examinations in- 
cluding giving exams at work sites, re- 
gionalizing the review process and mak- 
ing it more meaningful, she said. 

The new Safety Acknowledgement 
Award Pilot Program was introduced at 
the workshops. Eligible for the 
certificates and plaques and public 
honors will be any of the 130 Construc- 
tion and Maintenance crews which 
meet specific safety goals. 

Dr. Donald Noone, a management 
consultant specializing in human rela- 
tions and motivation, presented each 
workshop with the popular “You're a 
Ten” session. 

Commissioner John P. Sheridan Jr. 
greeted the DOTers at two of the 
sessions. Assistant Commissioner 
Michael F. Barrett related his personal 
experiences working with the Depart- 
ment and also with local, county and pri- 
vate agencies. Barrett told the groups 
that the Department enjoys a solid repu- 
tation, but is frequently judged on ac- 
tions of individual employees during a 
job. 

“Remember that you represent the De- 
partment,” Barrett cautioned them. He 
read letters received from citizens to 
drive his point home. 

Design engineer Ted Fisher used the 
work on Interstate 78 to illustrate what 


OOPS! 


Marshall W. Millick and his wife, 
Eleanor, thank Crew 445 in Cherry Hill 
fore retirement gifts. Millick completed 
30 years with DOT’s heavy equipment 
highway marking unit. 

September Transporter erred in print- 
ing their names 


+ ok oe 


Last month's cover photo of the Route 
55 construction in Deptford features 
Ralph Ward, whose name was also re- 
ported incorrectly. 


Edison explains changes in his organiza- 
tion. 


can be accomplished through coordi- 
nation between Design and Construction 
throughout the project. 

Other speakers included Jeff Bodholt, 
Michael Kjetsaa, Larry Sroka, Jack 
Croteau and Joseph Paladino. 


DOT requests 
$230.3 million 


Recently | appeared before the New 
Jersey Capital Budget and Planning 
Commission to present this Depart- 
ment’s capital budget request of $230.3 
million for Fiscal 1985. 

Indeed, that is a large sum. But, as | 
explained to the Commission, those 
state dollars, together with federal and 
other funds expected to be available dur- 
ing the year would produce a combined 
Federal-Aid Highway Program of more 
than $662 million and a public transit 
program of $263 million. The combined 
transportation program would amount to 
$925 million. 

| reminded the Commission that we 
have demonstrated at DOT that we know 
how to put those dollars to work to 
produce many times their value in com- 
pleted road and bridge projects and pub- 
lic transit improvements. 

Almost all of the $230.3 million in our 
capital budget request would go for 
work on state and local bridges and 
public transit improvements—a total of 
$220.5 million. The Department is re- 
questing only modest amounts for 
other work—$2.5 million each for the 
Rail Freight Program and work on the 
Department’s own facilities, and 
$750,000 for aviation facilities. 

The major components of the request 
consist of $90.5 million to carry on the 
Federal-Aid Highway Program, $55 
million for 100 percent state highway 
projects; $35 million for a new, non-fed- 
eral state aid program, $29 million for NJ 
TRANSIT and $15 million for small-scale 
resurfacing and rehabilitation of the 
State Highway System, known as better- 
ments. 


November 1983 


John P. 


Sheridan Jr. 


We have requested $35 million in state 
dollars to fund a state aid program that 
would replace the existing “fair share” 
program in which local governments re- 
ceive Federal Aid Urban Systems (FAUS) 
and rural secondary funds. The money 
will be distributed for local projects 
without federal aid. In exchange for 
these 100 percent state funds, local gov- 
ernments would relinquish their FAUS 
and rural secondary monies for use on 
large state-designated projects. 

This would permit local governments 
to advance work on badly needed pro- 
jects without the time-consuming 
procedures required by the Federal 
Highway Administration. 

Under this arrangement everyone 
would benefit. The local governments 
would have money to meet their needs 
more quickly and the state would have 
money with which to address many prob- 
lems on state highways that are the 
source of constant local complaint. 


It would also have a tremendous effect 
on DOT's. productivity. Instead of 
shepherding hundreds of little projects, 
we could devote our energies to several 
large projects. 

This submission to the Capital Needs 
Commission is an early step in the 
budget process. Before our Fiscal ’85 
budget goes into effect next July 1, there 
will be more hearings, much scrutiny by 
the Administration and the Legislature, 
considerable debate, and _ inevitably 
substantial revision. 

Nevertheless, this is our blueprint of 
New Jersey's transportation needs and 
our plans to address them. 


Potash tightens Fernwood security 


Martin D. Potash Sr., Chief In- 
vestigator in the Office of Investigative 
and Security Services, has _ instituted 
tighter security measures at the 
Fernwood complex in Trenton. 

Only authorized persons and vehicles 
assigned to Fernwood will be permitted 
entry. Persons and vehicles not assigned 
to the yard will have to obtain a Special 
Entry Permit from the Gatehouse secur- 
ity officer. 

“The security officers have orders to 


In the late 1950s New Jersey was the 
first state to install fluorescent lighting 
fixtures in the side railings of an in- 
tercoastal waterway bridge. This innova- 
tion in bridge lighting provided con- 
tinuous glare-free illumination at levels 
where negative effects of seashore fog 
would be minimized. 


clear each visitor with the supervisor of 
the unit to be visited,” said Potash. 

The permits will have to be validated 
by the unit supervisor and returned to 
the security officer upon leaving the 
yard. 

Vehicles not cleared for entry into the 
yard will be given a parking permit for 
the area adjacent to the Gatehouse. Un- 
authorized vehicles parked in that area 
will be given a summons returnable in 
the Ewing Township Municipal Court. 


In the winter of 1968-69, New Jersey 
was the first state to develop an optimum 
chemical pre-mix for snow removal. A 
sodium and calcium chloride mixture 
and rate of application were designed to 
achieve a bare-pavement condition in a 
minimum amount of time and minimum 
amount of materials. 
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